
 

Record of Officer Decision 
 

Implementation of Controlled Pedestrian Crossing - Torquay Road, Preston, Paignton 
(Healthy Mobility) 

 
Decision Taker and Date Decision Taken: 
 
Assistant Director Planning & Transport, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for 
Infrastructure, Environment and Culture, on 16 October 2019 
 
Summary of Matter or Issue Requiring Decision: 
 
In September 2017 the Council approved a series of business cases which provisionally 
allocated the remainder of the funding from the Local Transport Plan Capital Programme into 
categories following completion of Strategic Business Cases. 
 
One of the approved Strategic Business Cases covered ‘Healthy Mobility’. 
 
This project relates to long standing requests to provide a more formalised pedestrian crossing 
on Torquay Road, Preston, Paignton to connect a pedestrian desire line between Preston Park 
Car Park and Bus Stops on one side with the shops and Medical Centre on the opposite side of 
the carriageway. 
 
At the Council meeting held on 18 July 2019 the Council received and debated a petition 
requesting a zebra crossing opposite Preston Conservative Club and Pembroke Surgery.  The 
Council agreed: 
 

“that the Interim Director of Place, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for 
Infrastructure, Environment and Culture, be requested to consider a relevant business 
case for a pedestrian crossing on Torquay Road, Preston, along with other proposed 
schemes and in line with the previous Council decision (Minute 85/9/17) delegating any 
specific capital spend to the Interim Director of Place.  The Interim Director of Place to 
consider the business case within 3 months.” 

 
The Business Case has now been reviewed by the Assistant Director of Planning and 
Transport and his decision is set out below. 
 
Decision Taken: 
 
That £85,000 be allocated from the strategic allocation for Healthy Mobility to provide a new 
controlled crossing on Torquay Road, Preston, to be funded from the Transport Capital Funding 
prior to March 2021. 
 
Summary of Reason(s) for Decision Taken: 
 
To improve safety and accessibility for pedestrians in the district centre of Preston, in particular 
providing improved connectivity from the local bus stop, car park and residential areas, to the 
retail and medical facilities and to respond to the petition.    
 
Summary of Alternatives or Options considered and rejected and Background Papers: 
 
Other options have been considered and discounted; primarily focused on alternative crossing 
styles.  This was not considered acceptable on safety grounds. 
 



 

 

Details of any conflict of interest and dispensation granted to the Officer taking the 
decision or by any Member of the Council in delegating responsibility for any specific 
express delegation: 
 
None 
 
Implementation: 
 
This decision will come into force immediately. 
 
A copy of this decision and any supporting documentation considered by the Officer taking this 
decision may also be available for inspection by the public at the Council’s officers or posted 
upon payment of any copying and postage charges.  Any member of the public wishing to take 
up either of these options is asked to please ring (01803) 207087 or email 
governance.support@torbay.gov.uk  
 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________________ Date:  16 October 2019 
 Assistant Director of Planning and Transport 
 
 
Signed: ________________________________________________   Date: 16 October 2019 
 Cabinet Member for Infrastructure, Environment and Culture 
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